Blessed Are those Credited with Righteousness

The central theme of the Gospel is that it is God who justifies. We do not justify ourselves in God’s sight. This is good news. Why is this good news? It is good news because we are saved from the torment of trying to do the impossible. “No one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by observing the law” (Romans 3:20).

No one means NO ONE. Don’t even try. If you do, you will be attempting to do what God has declared to be impossible. Instead, we are to trust God and his plan. We are called to leave the justifying to God. “We are justified freely by God’s grace through the redemption that came by Jesus Christ” (Romans 3:24).

Therefore, what is left for us to do is to rejoice! We are not rejoicing in our own righteousness, but in the righteousness that has been given to us through the work of another. Jesus did the work for us on the cross. God sees all who receive Jesus as having the gift of righteousness in Christ paid-in-full by him. We are then called “Blessed.”

“Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. Blessed is the man whose sin 
the Lord will never count against him” (Romans 4:7-8).
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